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Below is a quick summary of activities in February, 2010.

Fiber is being installed on Nangarhar University’s main campus for internet connectivity
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We have authorized NEDA to commence work to lay fiber throughout the main campus of Nangarhar University. (See trenching in picture to the left.)The work should be completed by the end of April with a high speed connection provided by NATO’s contractor VIZADA throughout the main campus.

Internet connected to Wazeer Muhammad Gull Khan High School
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During February armaments were made for the internet to be connected to the WMGK High school through a cooperative arrangement sharing some bandwidth provided by NATO. With the connection, male and female students attending this school are now participating in the Global Connection and Exchange program. (The internet actually went live on March 2, 2010.)







Orville, WA high school students connect with Afghan students during a Skype facilitated call. Their report is below:
Following months of discussions on the GCE social networking site, Serena Carper, a senior at Oroville High in Washington State, organized a Skype call for six girls in her class and more than 15 girls in Jalalabad. The two groups prepared questions in advance that ranged from career choices to hobbies to U.S. assistance programs to help Afghan girls with their education. Nervous at first, the Oroville and Jalalabad girls finally met face-to-face for an hour and a half, starting at 8:30 a.m. on February 10, Jalalabad time. As Serena wrote, "The Afghanistan girls were so cheerful and kept asking us why we were being so quiet and by the end of the conference we were talking up a storm and laughing." While they found many things in common, such as the chores around the house and aspirations for their future, they also found some differences. Jessica wrote, "In America we eat a lot of spaghetti and pizza where in Afghanistan they eat a lot of beans and rice." After a debrief with the students, the Oroville High teacher, George Thornton, stated that the girls "received a big dose of culture and some reality settled in about some conditions and culture in Afghanistan." In agreement, Serena wrote, "This was a very great experience and I hope that more girls will want to be involved in the future. As for the boys, they will be having their own video conference soon."
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Telemedicine continues to be explored:
Foundation representatives met with Dr. Steve Dorros, Professor of Radiology, University of California San Diego (UCSD) at his telemedicine laboratory to explore telemedicine possibilities. Dr. Dorros has offered his services to help facilitate telemedicine connections with medical professionals in Jalalabad and to assist in reading of images. Dr. Hamad Bayat, a San Diego nuclear cardiologist has also offered his services in reading imagery. 
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Foundation representatives have received information regarding Dr. Jan Agha who has a CAT scan lab in Jalalabad He is interested in having an internet connection to his facility to accommodate remote diagnosis as offered by Drs. Dorros, Bayat and other medical professionals. Technical information regarding his equipment is being analyzed at this time to determine the best way to facilitate this procedure. Foundation representatives will be meeting with Dr. Agha and visiting his facility in Jalalabad in March to help facilitate this process. Pictured above is Dr. Agha with his CAT scan machine.

Foundation representatives also met with UCSD Professor Dr. Helene Hoffman who is overseeing the development of UCSD’s Telemedicine Center to learn about telemedicine educational opportunities. 
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Nangarhar University Medical School
Information Communication Technology classes are being attended daily by medical students and professors. It is reported to us that the medical school administration desires to build IT training into the medical school curriculum. 223 students and professors utilized the lab during February, Noteworthy, 20 of these were first time registered professors taking the number of registered professors using the lab up to 49. (Pictured above is medical school lecturer undertaking medical web based research for his presentation.)

Information regarding various web based medical data bases has been obtained through various professional resources and provided to the administrators of the internet lab at Nangarhar University’s medical school. These data bases are being actively accessed by both students and professors. The data bases provided to the medical school are listed below:

	http://angel.elearn.org.af/

	http://www.afghandigitallibraries.org/

	http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/443292

	http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez

	http://jama.ama-assn.org/

	http://content.nejm.org/

	http://www.aruplab.com/

	http://www.labtestsonline.org/

	www.aafp.org 

	www.cardiosource.org

	http://telemedicine.ucsd.edu/index.cfm?p=tlinc_sessions

	http://aamc.org/ 

	http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm 

	http://medpics.ucsd.edu/index.cfm?curpage=main&course=hist&mode=browse 

	http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/courses/courses/index.htm#HealthSciencesandTechnology  

	http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ 

	http://www.cteconline.org/ 


The Foundation is exploring developing a list of open source on-line courses for the medical school to consider either for certificates not built into the curriculum or to be built into the curriculum.

Presently the Foundation is arranging for ten scholarships to be provided to NU medical Students to take an on-line medical English course designed for medical professionals developed by UCSD.
College of Education Learning Center (CELC)
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The architectural drawings for the CETC have been submitted to the Engineering Department of Nangarhar University to develop the Bill of Quantities for the project. Upon completion of the Bill of Quantities, the project will be put out for competitive bidding. It is anticipated that the bidding process will be complete in March of 2010 with a groundbreaking to take place in late March.
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