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Below is a brief summary of activities in March, 2010.
Foundation representatives Fary Moini and Steve Brown were in Afghanistan from March 17 through April 6. Much of the March activities relative to Light Up Jalalabad revolved around their visit to Afghanistan
Fiber is being installed on Nangarhar University’s main campus for internet connectivity
Brown and Moini met with NEDA representatives on three occasions regarding their work in installing fiber for the internet at the Nangarhar University main campus. They should complete their work by the end of April at which time sixteen buildings at the NU main campus will have fiber to their buildings with Cisco servers installed. We also requested that NEDA prepare a proposal to distribute the signal to the four NU campus locations in Jalalabad’s City Center.

 Additionally, the Bibi Mariam Girl’s High School will have fiber installed by NEDA to bring the internet connection to the computer lab the Foundation operates there. Brown and Moini met with the computer instructor at Bibi Marian, reviewed present operations and what can be expected in the future. Approximately forty girls are undergoing computer training at Bibi Mariam School at this time. 
Further Brown and Moini requested an additional proposal to have NEDA provide internet connection to various high schools in Jalalabad plus the Public Hospital and a medical clinic where we intend to install telemedicine.  Brown and Moini also met with representatives from Nashita on two occasions and asked that they provide a similar proposal. Further Brown and Moini met with representatives from Afghan Telecom on three occasions to discuss issues relative to the bandwidth presently being provided to NU and to the high schools and to consider expanding bandwidth capacity in the future. ATC advises their Jalalabad office will have substantial additional bandwidth to deliver in about twenty days. At that time LUJ will want to increase from the 512 kb presently being delivered to 1 mb.
Visitations to six high schools receiving internet connection under Light up Jalalabad.
During March Brown and Moini visited the following high schools in Jalalabad that are using computer labs receiving internet connection provided under LUJ.

· Rotary High School

· Bibi Aishia

· Bibi Zainaib
· Abdul Wakail

· Mia Omar

· Wazeer Muhammad Gull Khan High School

Classes were in session and in each case the students talked about their success in using the computer labs.  Student lead teams in each school had undertaken  small grants projects inspired by LUJ and funded by the San Diego~Jalalabad Sister Cities Foundation. Projects included environmental cleanup, plantings at the school and workshops.
International Orphan Care facility
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 Brown and Moini also visited the International Orphan Care facility which serves about 400 students. Arrangements were made to provide four new computers to this facility. The computers in place were very old and did not function well. The new computers will be connected to the internet and it is anticipated that with the arrival of the new computers the IOC student’s will be able to participate in the Global Connection and Exchange Program.

Adding Agricultural Vocational School
Consideration is underway to add to LUJ an agricultural vocational school in located in Jalalabad.  Presently about four hundred students attend this school in grades ten through twelve. The school operates in the morning and has constant electricity. If sufficient English is spoken and the school administration is agreeable, we will set up and run an internet based computer lab at this school. We hope to have the students at this school communicate electronically with U.S. students who are in FFA (Future Farmers of America) and perhaps 4-H students.
Establishing a multi-media center at the Nangarhar University Teaching Hospital.
The Foundation has previously provided an internet connection to the Teaching Hospital which is being financed by NATO. It presently serves administrative purposes at the facility.  A lecture room is available to set up a multi-media center for the doctors practicing at the teaching hospital and the medical students serving rotations at the facility. Brown and Moini introduced representatives from USAID’s Afghanistan Helping Education Project (HEP) to this facility. The Foundation is exploring applying to HEP to fund the multi-media center. If HEP declines, LUJ will provide the equipment. LUJ will provide for the training necessary at this facility. It has constant electricity so the costs are minor to operate the facility.

Scholarships for on Line Medical English Education
University of California-San Diego has developed an online curriculum for teaching English to the Medical Profession. On previous occasions the Foundation has arranged for medical professors at Nangarhar University Medical School to enroll in this program. The results were quite successful. Ten medical students, one mid-wifery professor and Dr. Dr. Jan Agha have been enrolled in this program at a cost of $350 per student. Selection was made based upon English competency and academic qualification of the students. This will be a pilot program. If it is successful and popular, consideration will be given to expand the program perhaps with funding outside of LUJ.  The resource materials used by the medical school are primarily in English. It is necessary to improve the English ability of the students and faculty to improve the quality of medical education.

Adding multi-media to six classrooms at Nangarhar University Medical School
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A German organization has installed six projectors in classrooms at the NU Medical School. However no device has been provided to provide content to the projectors. LUJ will be providing six desk computers and desks to work with the projectors. Additionally the internet that serves the computer lab at the medical school will be extended to provide internet to the six classrooms. With these enhancements multi-media presentations can take place in the classrooms including web based content. 
 Professors are presently using the LUJ internet lab at the medical school to obtain instruction on developing power Point presentations. 
Additionally, over 30 web sites have been identified for use in the computer lab that have medical data bases.
LUJ is also in the process of setting up a web site for the Medical School using the facilities of a NING site. This web site will include the links to the medial data bases for ease of reference. It will also provide a platform whereby medial students and professors in Afghanistan can communicate with medical students, professors and practicing doctors in the U.S. and elsewhere.
                 
Telemedicine continues to be explored:
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Brown and Moini met twice with Dr. Jan Agha at his medical clinic. The facility has an ultra sound machine and CAT scanner. Arrangements are being made to bring the internet to this facility so that remote diagnosis can be made for imaging.
Brown and Moini also met with Dr. Ihsan Ullah (Kamawal) a Jalalabad dermatologist. A digital camera will be purchased for Dr. Kamawal. He will use the computer lab to be installed at the Teaching hospital to send digital pictures of skin lesions to Dr. Emmett who is a Dermatologist in San Diego who has agreed to donate his services and arrange for circulation of digital pictures to the dermatology community in the U.S.
Nangarhar Public Hospital
Brown and Moini visited a computer lab training facilities for mid-wifery training and female nursing training at Nangarhar Public Hospital. Following this site visit arrangements are underway to bring the internet to both training facilities
College of Education Learning Center (CELC)
The Bill of Quantities has been prepared for building the CETC and bids are being solicited at this time for construction.
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