La Jolla Golden Triangle Rotary

International Committee Meeting

Meeting Minutes- May 7th, 2003

Call To Order 12:02 PM!! 

Members present: Jack Dodds (Chair), Cynthia Villis (Co-Chair), Dennis Froman (Co-Chair), Kourtney Kennedy, Dory Beatrice, Steve Brown, Marty Rosenstein, Dennis Bucko, Bob Rohrbach, George Mannschreck, Eric Freeberg
Guests: Tom Theodorelos (Rosarito Club)

I. No amendments to the February 5, 2003 Meeting Minutes- approved
II. A story about May-  didn’t you know that May is the month for Hippos!!! =)  Our theme HIPPOS HIPPOS HIPPOS!!
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III. Continuing business:
AFGHANISTAN

· Jalalabad School- (Steve Brown) 95% pretty good so far!! 5% is a Pakistani FOOD FIGHT!!  Who is in charge of what- unfettered discretion of funds- nasty emails back and forth- Fary’s report- her perception was that the president was dishonest – some Rotarian’s are disappointed in forward momentum of the project- Zamarud Shah is control of funds- he is the one acting on our behalf with our interests in mind.  Steve is hoping to have a report from Zamarud by today- Steve is on top of things!!!  ~30K has been spent on the project- Foundation work is complete- hoping for more complete reports- we are receiving digital picture updates- getting a fair amount of money from outside of the club- Robert Spalding 10K check- ladies in Rancho Santa Fe sent out letters to their friends and raised 14K- John Carpenter 20-22K- Helping Grant 15K- some of the money slated to build school equipment etc.  Financial pieces are coming together-  logistics are the final steps.  Suggestion: Money in Paul Harris account not earmarked for other projects could be put toward Helping Grant for the project?? Motion-  COMMITTEE APPROVED $1900- or whatever remains in the account
· Dictionary project- (Steve Brown) enough money to send 10K dictionaries to Afghanistan- Kabul and Jalalabad contact to take care of distribution.

· Computer Satellite Lab for Nangahar University- (Steve Brown) 45K- biology books have been sent.

· Jalalabad Hospital- Ultra Sound Machine (Marty Rosenstein) Marty’s contact- Barry Ginsberg- Head of U/S and Radiology at Thomas Jefferson Medical School in Philadelphia- will send an additional machine to our project.

· Currently in San Diego-  (Steve Brown) 4 teachers from Afghanistan- brother/sister program- teachers visited Doyle.

· Kabul Rotary Club- (Steve Brown) Club was chartered- pre-requisite for Jalalabad Rotary Club- 20 members meet weekly!!

· Sean Slentz’ Uncle Project- check status- 2500K for project

· Fary’s Volunteer Grant- (Steve Brown) Possible October visit- some countries are disapproved by Rotary International- however, to get around that you need a letter from the District Governor – Fary wants her primary base in Jalalabad- she has an emotional investment in this project- probably will go through.

PAKISTAN

· Computer Grant- (Steve Brown) waiting on status

AFRICA

· Eritrea- Ambassadorial Scholar Saba Kidane- (Cynthia Villis) USD Masters Program at the Peace and Justice Center- Saba went to the District Conference- on Peace Forum Panel- she received a laptop and printer from Art Garner, updated software from USD, and IT training from USD.  Larry Scott D.G. is aware of shortfall of funds and is hunting/pecking around to find it.  Mary Griffin is a REAL TROOPER!!  She has done a lot of work with this project!!  THANKS MARY!!  The project will be over at the end of August.

· Eritrea- Dictionaries- (Steve Brown)  Container of 10K dictionaries and 17 other palettes arrived in Eritrea Ministry of Education- the department now needs to distribute the dictionaries “WHO’s GOT THE BOOKS?” 

· Eritrea- GSE Team- (Steve Brown) GSE team did not go to Eritrea due to Iraq War- may need to reconfigure team- hopefully will go next year- there is a chance that the team may not go at all  =(   

· Eritrea- Chicken Hatchery (Steve Brown) Read into the silence!! Haven’t heard a peep!  Poor little chickens!! Ministry of Agriculture isn’t providing information- stalled project- may pull the plug or the feathers of the chickens!! Donor issues- interest- however the $$ could be used for another project in Eritrea – Eritrea Development Foundation- drought relief and ocular lenses??  5K?? Eric brought up Paul Harris funds allocation- needed explanation from Steve

· Somalia- Sewing Project- (Cynthia Villis and Steve Brown) A lot of Cooking/Sewing behind the scenes!! (Adrian Varcus) 2 Reps from the SD Foundation did a site visit at the Sewing Center- they were impressed.  Steve, Cynthia, and Abdi Mahamoud will meet to discuss turning over administration of the sewing project to the Horn of Africa.  LJGT will still help with raising funds and consulting on the project.  Climbing county welfare structure- no one will commit approval in writing- need certification- then enrollment will increase- issue is with the Enrollment Counselors.  Hopefully, it will be straightened out soon!  Micro-enterprise business is doing well-  the ladies went to the District Conference in Laughlin and sold around $2K – Ellen Brysen made about the same- Ellen even gave the ladies some consulting advice- SOLID GOLD MEMBER!!  Ellen watched the ladies’ booth so that they could eat lunch and take breaks! “Isn’t capitalism GREAT!” –Eric Freeberg  The ladies will also be at Cheers for Charity.  Cynthia and Steve go HOLLYWOOD!!  Well..Rotary Radio- web cast!!  They will be speaking about the project.  The ladies even have a bid to make aprons for Rotary Pancake breakfasts!!   They are working on their own logo!!  

· Kenya- Industrial Sewing Machine- (Steve Brown) needed $100 for a light – given to a GSE team member

· Kenya- Dictionaries- (Steve Brown) $100 for dictionaries to Girls School- Steve requested to increase the amount to $270- shipping will be for ~ free- five boxes to three difference places  COMMITTEE APPROVED $170 increase for a total of $270
· Kenya- Hippo Fence (Steve Brown) $1K approved- Cottonwood Foundation estimate $2K total- Steve’s sister in law and brother in law will come up with some funds- need $550 from this committee- from contingency- Eric wants a picture of the hippo fence!!  Cynthia wants a picture of the hippo fence stopping the hippos!!!  COMMITTEE APPROVED $550
· Kenya- Water Wells (Steve Brown) Steve gave Jack a shirt with a pictures of all 10 wells-  they want to do this project again in October 2003 another 10 wells!!  In process of looking for money!! $2500 of PHF $2500 from District Designated Funds? COMMITTEE APPROVED $2500 for next year
IV. Matching Grant Status: 

·    Mexican Training- Mexican Children’s Hospital- physical therapists – more next month
·    Soviet- Georgia- (David Froman) no report
·    Esperanza (Cynthia Villis) still putting together a site visit- email Cynthia if you would like to attend
V. New Business:

·    Tijuana Garbage Dump School- (Jack Dodds)  David Lynch in Tijuana- founder of school- needs $500 for books- no Rotary attachment- will take this under advisement- will try to get the Tijuana Rotary Club involved- Tom T. will take it to them.

·    Kourtney’s Goodbye For Now!!  Thank you so much for the past year on the International Service Committee- I have been extremely proud to be a part of a committee that does so much!!  The District Chairman of RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards-conference) has asked me to be the RYLA Alumni Coordinator and Program Director (it’s extremely unusual to ask a first year RYLA facilitator to be a part of the executive RYLA committee- YEAH!!)!! It looks like I now have 4 major projects that are all a part of the Vocational Service Committee- RYLA, STRIVE, 4 Way Test Speech Contest, and Model U.N./ Peace Initiative and of course the Cheers For Charity Auction Committee.  I will miss being a part of the liveliest committee in our club!!  It sure has been fun!!!  

VI. Budget Review:

·    Ambassadorial Scholar- reserve $1500

·    Somalia SD reduced to $500

·    GSE reduced to $500

·    Prison Program remove $500

·    Eritrea Printer- remove $500

·    New Line Item-  New Rotary Club Start Ups- $1000

·    New Line Item-  Hippo Fence- Mafangano Island?- $500

·    Difference in contingency

VII. Adjourn- 1:32pm

VIII.  Email sent after meeting

From: "Steve Brown" <stephenrbrown@worldnet.att.net>
To: "Larry Murrill" <lmurrill@mecocpa.com>

Date: Thu, 8 May 2003 15:08:34 -0700

 

Hi Larry:
 

Our ISC committee approved two items to be paid from the committee's contingency;
 

Please make check payable to LJGTRC Foundation for $550 for hippo fence and mail it to Peggy.  Please let me know when this has gone out. a.  We are getting other funds in our foundation for this and when received we will send  a wire transfer to Kenya for this. We eventually will have a total of $2,000 for this plus $50 for the wire transfer costs.
 

Also, please send a check for $277.20 to:
 

BookSouth
347 Palm Street
Hollywood, Fl 33019
 

This will send seven boxes of dictionaries (72  per box for a total of 504) to Kenya to be distributed as follows:
 

2 boxes Kenya Book Foundation to distribute as they see fit:
1 box to Dennis Onyango's secondary school;
2 boxes for Homo Bay Provisional Rotary Club to be distributed to schools in Homa Bay
1 box for Mugima girls school
1 box for schools on M"fango Island in Lake Victoria.
 

Thanks.
 

Steve
________________________________
Stephen R. Brown
StephenRbrown@att.net
14918 Rancho Nuevo
Del Mar, CA 92014
Office 619 699-2449
Home 858 481-6464
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